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ENCOURAGEMEMT IN BREEDING FUR BEARIXG AWI 

Washington, D, C. Up to tho present time ex- 
porimcnts in b rscding fur bearers have: been carried on only with 
minks and martens, At the two stations 
the l?ational Zoological Park - 

- Prichsrd, Idaho, and 
minks have bred, and th2 hezlthy 

condition of the young animals promises suoccas. The stock of 
martens nas secured too late for the animals to breed this sea- 
son. In the coming year it is infondcd to add ractioons,'skunks, 
Fnd possibly foxes to the list of ani mals to be included in thesct 
cxporimcnts. 

During the spring an assi6tant visited Ncm Brunswick, Prince 
Edward Island, and other portions of the eastern British Prov- 
incos and Nev England for tho purpose of studying the methods in 
vogue in the region for rearing foxes and other fur bcarsrs. Data 
on improved methods of raising foxes tJil1 soon be published, to 
bring up to date prcliEinary information furnishod in 1908 in 
Farmers' Bulletin 388, Silver Fox Farming. 

Moleskins have been extcnsivc2.y used in this country during 
the last fcvt years in mak2tsg fur garments, and practically all cf 
theasupply has been imported from Europe, In the belief that the 
common molo of caatzrn United States produoes fur of equal value, 
skins ilore submitted to professional f*u?zY.crs, who stated that 
the quality is superior to the foreign product, A report on the 
economic status of thi: castzrn sp~2cic~, was published during the 
yl3ar. The mole inhabiting tho nortbwcst2m ocast is larger than 
the comon oastcrn species, and a numbor of thcsc have been Cal- 
looted in order to obtain a rcpor't on the quality of the pelt. If 
tho toxturc of th2 fur proves to 50 as gocd as that of the cast- 
ern animal, thorc .,i.s-._no._-reason wh-q trappers should not sdourc a _-.._ _..I ^ .-.__ '_.. ---t--*h _-___ _ good income by capturing these anTmaLE, as thz arca they inhabit 
is cxt cnsive. In manj: localitlos an acre of ground supportsas 
many a6 a hundred individuals, If this littl 3 
profitably trapped for 

animal can bo 
its Pu: the problem of freeing agricul- 

tural areas from it will pr+.ctioslly be solved, 

Investigations into the economic value of North American 
skunks resulted in the publication of a Farmers' Bulletin on the 
subject. It has been found that this animal is one of the most 
useful of native mammals and a most efficient help to the farmer 
and the orchardiat in their tirarfare against insect and roden 
pests. As a source of fur it is also a commercial asset, the 
skins netting trappers about ~3,OOO,OOO annually. As the skunk 
is valuable in its activities as well . . . 
periments in breeding the animals in 

as for its fur, ex- 

(Extract f 
captivity are recommended. 
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